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Charities cite tax law in urging 2017 gifts 


New deduction levels raise concerns about drop in donations in years ahead 


By Andy Rosen 
and Jonathan Saltzman 
GLOBE STAFF 

Every holiday season is make- 
or-break for charities, a rush to so- 
licit donations from people looking 
to help a good cause and get a last- 
minute tax deduction. 

But the final sprint of 2017 is 
even more hectic for charities and 
donors alike, as the new federal tax 


law has dramatically changed the 
tax benefits of giving and could 
lead to a sharp drop-off in dona- 
tions next year. 

The Massachusetts Nonprofit 
Network has estimated that dona- 
tions to charities in the state could 
decline by hundreds of millions of 
dollars as fewer taxpayers itemize 
deductions in 2018. The group is 
pushing its more than 700 member 


organizations to use the tax chang- 
es to increase the urgency of their 
appeals for financial support at the 
end of this year. 

“All of a sudden donors have a 
big incentive to do as much giving 
as possible at the end of 2017,” said 
Jim Klocke, chief executive of the 
nonprofit network. “It’s in donors’ 
best interest to understand that 
quickly, and it’s in nonprofits’ best 


IRS sets limits 
Prepaying 2018 property taxes is 
OK in certain situations. A8 


interest to help donors understand 
that.” 

The main driver in the tax bill is 
the doubling of the standard de- 
duction, to $12,000 for single filers 
and $24,000 for joint filers. That 
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Steam surrounded a pedestrian crossing Harrison Avenue Wednesday. The area is in the midst of a cold spell, with 
forecasts that the temperature won’t crack 20 degrees before Jan. 2. A similar frigid period hit the area 100 years ago. B4. 


A field guide to the winter drivers of Boston 


NESTOR RAMOS 


t was so cold this week that Monday’s 

White Christmas has become a sheet 

of crusty ice. 

But those of unlucky enough to be 

back at work, or impatient to return 
that new sweater, had to get back on the 
roads. So in clouds of exhaust, we scraped 
away at our windshields — SCRITCH 
SCRITCH SCRITCH — and called out to 
each other from our driveways. 


“Be careful out there!” 

As you surely know, ice and snow bring 
out the best in the careful, patient drivers 
for which our region is known. OK, that’s 
not quite right. It actually turns Boston in- 
to “Mad Max on Ice.” 

Why are we so unreasonable behind the 
wheel, when our lives are quite literally on 
the line? Hard to say. But if you’re one of 
these Boston winter road warriors (and 
now that were all neck-deep in this week’s 
frigid hellscape, aren’t we all?) you might 
be part of the problem. 


The Daredevil 

Only The Daredevil knows how to drive 
in the snow and ice — according to The 
Daredevil, anyway. How else can you ex- 
plain someone willing to accelerate across 
three lanes of slushy, snow-blinded traffic 
without signaling? And so what if his SUV’s 
wheel wells are caked with so much hard- 
ened, blackened snow sludge that vast 
shards fly off when he turns? 

Weaving in and out of holiday traffic in 
an ice storm for the benefit of arriving at 

RAMOS, Page A10 


Shake-up 
proposed. 
for alcohol 
regulations 


Mass. may see higher 
prices but relaxing of rules 


By Dan Adams 
GLOBE STAFF 

The price of beer, wine, and liquor in Massa- 
chusetts would increase, but unpopular restric- 
tions on the sale of alcohol would go away, under 
a radical proposed overhaul of the state’s byzan- 
tine booze laws that’s expected to be unveiled by 
a government-appointed task force Thursday. 

The proposals include increasing the state’s 
excise taxes on beer, wine, and liquor by about 50 
percent and banning discounts for package 
stores and bars for buying bulk quantities from 
wholesalers. 

If the measures are enacted, the companies 
could pass some or all of the new costs onto 
drinkers, while the state would reap tens of mil- 
lions of dollars in additional revenue. 

But the task force also recommends relaxing 
rules that annoy shoppers and businesses alike, 
saying that the state should abolish the limit on 
the number of alcohol licenses grocery store 
chains can hold, allow bars to accept out-of-state 
photo IDs, and permit brew pubs to sell beer 
through other retailers. 

The group also proposed making it easier for 
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State colleges 
trying to solve 
math problem 


By Deirdre Fernandes 
GLOBE STAFF 

Carrie Hale had spent years in low-paying jobs 
— cleaning houses and bagging groceries — fol- 
lowed by bouts of unemployment, before finally 
deciding to enroll in community college at age 
30. 

That leap was even harder than she imagined. 
She bombed the standardized test for math 
placement, which meant she had to spend three 
long semesters and more than $2,000 in financial 
aid taking remedial classes that didn’t even count 
toward her degree. The result: Graduating with a 
two-year’s associate’s degree will take her about 
four full years. 

“There is a lot of stigma attached,” said Hale, 
who is attending Greenfield Community College. 
“Tm in my 30s; being in a developmental math 
class was a trip. I had moments when I was, ‘How 
is this my life?’ ” 

To help students like Hale, Massachusetts is 
embarking on its most ambitious effort yet to 
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President Trump’s legal team 
plans to cast former national 
security adviser Michael Flynn 


A frosty, cold one 


Thursday: Windy, bitter. 


as a liar seeking to protect 


himself if he accuses the presi- 


dent or his senior aides of any 
wrongdoing. A2. 


A South Korean government- 
appointed panel has faulted a 
“final and irreversible” deal 
struck with Japan in 2015 to 
resolve a dispute over Korean 
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women who were forced into 
sexual slavery during World 
War Il. A4. 


A Worcester woman who alleg- 
edly killed a man in a hit-and- 
run crash on Christmas has 
faced similar charges before, 
according to authorities and 
published reports. B1. 


By Cristela Guerra 
GLOBE STAFF 

At first, Doris Prendiville of 
Quincy didn’t know why everyone 
was making such a fuss. 

“I didn’t see any reason,” the 92- 
year-old woman said Wednesday 
morning. “Why plain old me? What 
have I done to make myself spe- 
cial?” 

“How about a random act of 
kindness?” answered hairstylist Li- 
sa Venuti-Alongi. 

On Wednesday, her community 
proclaimed Prendiville “Queen for 
a Day,” a gesture of celebration and 
appreciation by friends, neighbors, 
and city officials for her persever- 
ance while recovering from a frac- 


tured sternum she suffered when 
she was mugged just before 
Thanksgiving. 

Everyone, it seems, had heard 
about the robbery, which occurred 
when she was on her way home 
from a CVS with two newspapers 
last month. Wednesday was all 
about praising her grit. 

Eventually, as the excitement 
built, Prendiville realized it was 
good to be queen and started to en- 
joy the ride. The retired secretary 
was squired around Quincy, first by 
her daughter to get her hair done at 
HairPlace One. Salon owner Ron 
Affsa greeted her as she walked in, 
calling her “the woman of the 
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After mugging, 92-year-old is Queen for a Day 


ARAM BOGHOSIAN FOR THE BOSTON GLOBE 


Doris Prendiville was the guest of honor at a 
party Wednesday at a Quincy restaurant. 


December 20-31 (Wed-Sun) 
YEAR-END FLOORING CLEARANCE 


1-800-HARDWOOD | lumberliquidators.com 


Laminate Flooring 


from. 
9 49" 
Varieties sq ft 


60% 


Wood-Look 
Waterproof Flooring 


g 
ARAMA 
es 


60+ 


Varieties 


$ 
comparable 
retail 


Prefinished Hardwood 
& Bamboo Flooring 


285+ 


Varieties 


While supplies last. Product prices 
& availability are subject to change. 
See store for details. 


t Items compared to leading home 
improvement retailers based on product's 
specifications in October 2017 


